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Amendments to the Claims: 

Claims 1, 2, 4-27, 29-53 are pending in this application. Please cancel claims 2, 
8, 15, 27, 33, 40 and 51-53 without prejudice or disclaimer, amend claims 1, 4-7, 9-11, 14, 16, 
18-20, 22, 23, 26, 29-30, 34-36, 41-43 and 45-48, and add new claim 54 as follows. 

The following Listing Of Claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of 
claims in the application. 
Listing Of Claims: 

Claim 1 (Currently Amended): An image reading apparatus capable oEporfonnin g a road - 
while f ee d op e ration in which an original is r e ad while b e ing f e d by an imag e s e nsor plac e d at a 
fixed pooilion, comprising: 

an image sensor adapted to read an image of an original; 

a document feeder adapted to feed said original to a platen; 

a detector adapted to detect presence/absence of dust and/or din on [a] said platen; and 
a controller adapted to [inhibit tho road while fe e d op e r at4ott4n~ft-c a s Q w here dust and/or 
dirt are dotootod at all of a plurality of predetermined positiono by oaid dotootor, ] notify the 
presence of dust and/or dirt on said platen in response to the detection of presence of dust or dirt 
by said detector, and clear the notification via a notification unit, and allow th e read whil e fe e d 
op e ration wh e n removal of dust and/or dirt on th e plat e n is det e ct e d in a stat e that th e r e ad whil e 
feed op e ration i s inhibit e d, 

a docum e nt f e eder for fe e ding an original to th e plat e n, 

wh e r e in said controller d e termin e s that dust and/or dirt on th e plat e n is r e mov e d in 
response to an opening operation of the document feeder. 
Claim 2 (Canceled): 
Claim 3 (Canceled) 
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Claim 4 (Currently amended): The image reading apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 
when said detector does not detect dust aad/or dirl at least at one of &e a plurality of 
predetermined positions, said controller controls to perform the a rcad-while-feed operation, in 
which an original is read while being fed bv said image sensor placed at a fixed position, at the 
position where no dust or dirt is detected. 

Claim 5 (Currently amended); The image reading apparatus according to claim 1 > wherein 
said controller controls said detector lo perform detection after a read-while- feed operation in 
which an original is read while being fed bv said image sensor placed at a fixed position . 

Claim 6 (Currently amended): The image reading apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 
if said detector detects dust or dirt at all of the a plurality of predetermined positions, said 
controller notifies the presence of the dust or dirt on the platen vi a - th e notification unit right after 
the detection. 

Claim 7 (Currently amended): The image reading apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 
if said detector detects dust or dirt at all of the a plurality of predetermined positions, said 
controller notifies the presence of the dust or dirt on the platen via the notification unit in 
advance of a reading operation of an original. 

Claim 8 (Canceled): 

Claim 9 (Currently amended): The image reading apparatus according to claim 5 further 
comprising a memory adapted to, when said detector does not detect dust m4hr dirt at least at 
one of the a plurality of predetermined positions, store the position having no dust or dirt, 

wherein said controller controls to perform the rcad-while-feed operation at the stored 
position. 
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Claim 1 0 (Currently amended): The image reading apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein 
said apparatus is capable of performing a stationary reading operation in which an original is 
held ai a fixed position on the platen and read while moving a» said image sensor, 

and wherein if said detector detects dust or dirt at all of *e a plurality of predetermined 
positions, said controller sets to perform the stationary reading operation. 

Claim 1 1 (Currently amended); The image reading apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein 
said controller turns on a flag indicative of inhibition of the a read- while-feed operation upon 
inhibiting to inhibit the read-while-feed operation in which an original is read while b eing fed by 
said image sensor placed at a fixed position in a case where dust or dirt is detected by said 
detector , and turns off the flag upon allowing the read-while-feed operation. 

Claim 12 (original): The image reading apparatus according to claim 1 1 further comprising a 
flag determination unit for determining on/off of the flag indicative of inhibition of the read- 
while-feed operation, 

wherein said apparatus is capable of performing a stationary reading operation in 
which an original is held at a fixed position on the platen and read while loving an image sensor, 

and wherein said controller controls to perform :the stationary reading operation 
when said flag determination unit determines that the flag is on, and controls to perform the rcad- 
while-feed operation when said flag determination unit determines that the flag is off 

Claim 13 (original): The image reading apparatus according to claim 1 further comprising an 
operation unit adapted to designate disabling of said detector, 
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wherein said controller disables said detector in response to the designation by 
said operation unit. 

Claim 14 (Currently amended); The image reading apparatus according to claim 1 further 
comprising a size detector adapted to detect a size of an original, 

wherein plural sets of positions are prepared for different sizes of originals to be read as 
said plurality of pr e determined positions , and said controller controls said detector to perform the 
detection at a plurality of predetermined positions depending upon the detected size of the 
original. 

Claim 15 (Canceled): 

Claim 16 (Currently amended): An image reading apparatus capable of performing a r e ad 
whil e fe e d operation in which an original io read whil e being fod by an imag e sensor placed ot a 
fixed pooition, comprising: 

an image sensor adapted to read an image of an original; 

a document feeder adapted to feed said original to a plat en; 

a dust or dirt detector adapted to detect presence/absence of dust [a»d/]or dirt on [a] said 

platen; 

an original size detector adapted to detect a size of said original: and 
a controller adapted to perform a read-while- feed operation in which an original is read 
while being fed by said image sensor placed at a predetermined position corresponding to the 
size or said original detected by said original size detector while said original is fed by said 
document feeder and inhibit the read-while-feed operation to read said original in a case where 
said dust or dirt detector detects the presence of dust and/ ox dirt on said platen at said 
predetermined position at all of a plurality of prodetorminod pocitions, and, in a caso where said 
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detector door , not dotoot dust and/or dirt at loaat at on e of th e plurality of pred e termined position 
control to perform the road while feed op e ration at the pooition wh e r e no dust or-dirt is detect e d, 
wh e r e in plural sotu of pooitions are pr e par e d for diff e rent siz e s of originals to bo read 05 naid 
plurality of pr e det e rmin e d positions, and said controll e r contro ters oid det e ctor to p ui fo r m the 
detection nt a plurality of pred e t e rmin e d positions cot in accordance with tho sizo of the original . 
Claim 17 (original); The image reading apparatus according to claim 16, wherein said 
controller controls said detector to perform detection after a read- while- feed operation. 
Claim 18 (Currently amended): The image reading apparatus according to claim 16 further 
comprising a notification unit for notifying presence of dust or dirt on the platen if said dust or 
dirt detector detects dust or dirt at all of Ae a plurality of predetermined positions. 
Claim 19 (Currently amended): The image reading apparatus according to claim 18, 
wherein if said dust or dirt detector delects dust or dirt at all of the plurality of predetermined 
positions, said notification unit notifies the presence of the dust or dirt on the platen right after 
the detection. 

Claim 20 (Currently amended): The image reading apparatus according to claim 18, 
wherein if said dust or dir t detector detects dust or dirt at all of the plurality of predetermined 
positions, said notification unit notifies the presence of the dust or dirt on the platen in advance 
of a reading operation of an original. 

Claim 21 (original)! The image reading apparatus according to claim 1 8, wherein the 
notification unit comprises a display device, and the apparatus further comprises an operation 
unit adapted to designate to clear the displayed notification of the presence of the dust or dirt. 
Claim 22 (Currently amended): The image reading apparatus according to claim 16 further 
comprising a memory adapted to, when said dust or dirt detector docs not detect dust and/ or dirt 
at least at one of the a plurality of predetermined positions, store the position having no dust or 
dirt in relation with a size of a document detected by said original size detector, 



-6 of 20- 

966346 v2 

PAGE 7/21 J RCVD AT 3/13/2006 6:38:37 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0€FXRF-1i19 * DN1S:27K300 g CSID:21 24158701 4 DURATION (mm«ss):0542 



03/13/2006 18:40 FAX 2124158701 MORGAN & FINNE6AN @] 008/021 

Appl. No. 10/022,861 Docket No. 1 232-4801 

Paper dated March 13, 2006 

Reply to Office Action dated December 13. 2005 

wherein said controller controls to perform the read-while-feed operation at the stored 
position. 

wherein said controller controls to perform the read-while-fccd operation at the stored position. 
Claim 23 (Currently amended); The image reading apparatus according to claim 16, 
wherein said apparatus is capable of performing a stationary reading operation in which an 
original is held at a fixed position on the platen and read while moving an image sensor, 

and wherein if said dust or dirt detector detects dust or dirt at all of the a plurality of 
predetermined positions, said controller sets to perform the stationary reading operation. 

Claim 24 (original): The image reading apparatus according to claim 16, wherein said 
controller turns on a flag indicative of inhibition of (he rcad-while-feed operation upon inhibiting 
the read-while-feed operation, and turns off the flag upon allowing the read-while feed operation. 

Claim 25 (original): The image reading apparatus according to claim 24 further comprising a 
flag determination unit for determining on/offof the flag indicative of inhibition of the read- 
while-fecd operation, 

wherein said apparatus is capable of performing a stationary reading operation in 
which an original is held at a fixed position on the platen and read while moving an image 
sensor, 

and wherein said controller controls to perform the stationary reading operation 
when said flag determination unit determines that the flag is on, and controls to perform the rcad- 
while-feed operation when said flag determination unit determines that the flag is off. 
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Claim 26 (currently amended): A control method for controlling an image reading 
apparatus capabl e of performing a road whil e feed operation in which an original is road while 
beiftjHed- by an imag e s e nsor plac e d at o - fixod position, comprising: 

reading an image of an original: 

feeding said original to a platen; 

detecting presence/absence of dust and/ or dirt on [a] said platen; and 
inhibiting the read whil e- feed op e ration in a cag e wher e dust and/or dirl aro 
d e t e cted at all of a plurality of predetermin e d positions; 

notifying the presence of dusl and/or dirt on said platen in response to the 
detection of presence of dust or dirt, and clearing the notification in response to an opening 
operation of a document feeder, via n notification unit in a cas e wh e re duat and/or dirt aro 
dctootod at all of a plurality of predetermined position -.; 

determining whether or not dust and/or dirt on the platen is -r emov e d in a stat e that 
th e read - while food op e ration is inhibited; and 

allowing the road while f ee d op e ration when rem o v al of dust and/or dirt on the 
p l aten is determin e d ^ 

wh e r e in tho imago reading apparatus compri ses a docum e nt feeder for fooding an 
original to th e platen, and it is det e rmined that dust and/or dirt on - thc platon is r e mov e d in 
response to an opening operation of th e document feeder. 

Claim 27 (Canceled): 
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Claim 28 (Canceled) 

Claim 29 (Currently amended): The control method according to claim 26 further 
comprising controlling, when no dust or dirt is detected at least at one of fee a plurality of 
predetermined positions, to perform the a read-while- feed operation , in which an original is read 
while being fed bv an image sensor placed at a fixed position, at the position where no dust or 
dirt is detected. 

Claim 30 (Currently amended): The control method according to claim 26, wherein the 
detection of dust and/or dirt is performed after a read- while-feed operation in which an original 
is read while being fed bv an image sensor placed at a fixed position . 

Claim 31 (original): The control method according to claim 26, wherein the notification of the 
presence of the dust or dirt on the platen is performed right after the detection. 

Claim 32 (original): The control method according to claim 26, wherein the notification of the 
presence of the dust or dirt on Ihe platen is performed in advance of a reading operation of an 
original. 

Claim 33 (Canceled): 

Claim 34 (currently amended): The control method according to claim 30 further 
comprising: 

storing, when no dust or dirt is detected at least at one of the a plurality of 
predetermined positions, the position having no dust or dirt; and 

controlling to perform the read-while-feed operation al the stored position. 
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Claim 35 (Currently amended): The control method according to claim 26, wherein the 
image reading apparatus is capable of performing a stationary reading operation in which an 
original is held at a fixed position on the platen and read while moving an image sensor, 

further comprising setting, if dust or dirt is detected at all of lb© a plurality of 
predetermined positions, to perform the stationary reading operation. 

Claim 36 (currently amended): The control method according to claim 26 further 
comprising: 

turning on a flag indicative of inhibition of the a rcad-white-feed operation spw 
in hibiting to inhibit the read-while-feed operation in which an original is read while being fed by 
an image sensor placed at a fixed position in a case where dust or dirt is detected bv a detector ; 
and 

turning off ihe flag upon allowing the read-while-feed operation. 

Claim 37 (original): The control method according to claim 36, therein the image reading 
apparatus is capable of performing a stationary reading operation in which an original is held at a 
fixed position on the platen and read while moving an image sensor, further comprising: 

determining on/off of the flag indicative of inhibition of the read-while- feed 

operation; 

controlling to perform the stationary reading operation when the flag is on; and 
controlling to perform the rcad-while-feed operation when the flag is off. 
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Claim 38 (original): The control method according to claim 26, wherein the image reading 
apparatus comprises an operation unit adapted to designate skipping the detection of dust and/or 
dirt, 

further comprising skipping the detection of dust and/or dirt in response to the 
designation by said operation unit. 

Claim 39 (original): The control method according to claim 26 further comprising detecting a 
size of an original, 

wherein plural sets of positions arc prepared for different sizes of originals to be 
read as said plurality of predetermined positions, and the detection of dust and/or dirt is 
performed at a plurality of predetermined positions depending upon the detected size of the 
original. 

Claim 40 (Canceled); 

Claim 41 (Currently amended): A control method for controlling an image reading 
apparatus copabl e of performing a read whilo food operation in which an original is road while 
b e ing f e d by an image sensor plaood at a fix e d position, comprising: 

detecting presence/absence of dust ftttd/ or dirt on a platen; 
detecting the size of an original: 

performing a read-while-feed operation in which an original is read while being 
fed by an image sensor placed at a predetermined position corresponding to the size of said 
original while said original is fed by a document feeder and inhibiting the read-whilc-feed 
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operation to read said original in a case where said dust mdt or dirt are detected on said platen at 
said predetermined position, at all of a plurality - of predetermined positions; and 

performing, in a case where-no dust or dirt is dotootod at least at on e of th e 
plurality of predetermined positions, tho road - whil e- f ee d op e ratie n- at the position whoro no dust 
or dirt is de tected; 

wherein plural sots of positions ar e pr e pared fo f ^ffcr e nt siz e s of originals to bo 
read as said plurality of pr e d e termined positions, and the d e t e ction of dust and/or dirt is 
p e rform e d at a plurality of predetermin e d positions set in accordance with tho siao of tho 
original 

Claim 42 (Currently amended); The control method according to claim 4 1 , herein the 
detection of dust or dirt is performed after a read- while- feed operation. 

Claim 43 (Currently amended): The control method according lo claim 41 , further 
comprising notifying presence of dust or dirt on the platen if dust or dirt are detected at all of 
a plurality of predetermined positions. 

Claim 44 (original): The control method according to claim 43, herein the notification of the 
presence of the dust or dirt on the platen is performed right after the detection. 

Claim 45 (Currently amended): The control method according to claim 43 4S, herein the 
notification of the presence of the dust or dirt on the platen is performed in advance of a reading 
operation of an original. 
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Claim 46 (Currently amended): The control method according to claim 43 IS, wherein the 
notification of the presence of the dust or dirt on the platen comprises displaying, and the image 
reading apparatus comprises an operation unit adapted to designate to clear the displayed 
notification of the presence of the dust or dirt. 

Claim 47 (Currently amended): The control method according to claim 41 further 
comprising: 

storing, when no dust or dirt is detected at least at one of the a plurality of 
predetermined positions, the position having no dust or dirt in relation with a detected size of a 
document; and 

controlling lo perform the read-while-feed operation at the stored position. 
Claim 48 (Currently amended): The control method according to claim 41 , wherein the 
image reading apparatus is capable of performing a stationary reading operation in which an 
original is held at a fixed position on the platen and read while moving an image sensor, 

further comprising setting, if dust or dirt is detected at all of &e a plurality of 
predetermined positions, lo perform the stationary reading operation. 

Claim 49 (original): The control method according to claim 41 further comprising: 

turning on a flag indicative of inhibition of the read-while-feed operation upon 
inhibiting the read-while-feed operation; and 

turning off the flag upon allowing the read-while-fccd operation. 
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Claim SO (original): The control method according to claim 49, wherein the image reading 
apparatus is capable of performing a stationary reading operation in which an original is held at a 
fixed position on the platen and read while moving an image sensor, further comprising: 

determining on/off of the flag indicative of inhibition of the read-while- feed operation; 

controlling to perform the stationary reading operation when the flag is on; and 
controlling to perform the read-while-feed operation when the flag is off 

Claim 51 (Canceled): 

Claim 52 (Canceled): 

Claim 53 (Canceled): 

Claim 54 (new) The image reading apparatus according to claim 16. wherein said 

controller inhibits the read-while-fced operation in a case where said dust or dirt detector detects 
dust or dirt at all of a plurality of predeterm i ned positions. 
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